
Prof. Amy Woodson-Boulton 
Department of History 
EMAIL: awoodson@lmu.edu 
OFFICE: University Hall 3434 
PHONE: (310) 338-2808 
 

***USE THE TEAMS CHAT FOR QUICKER RESPONSE TIME***  
(although I will not be on 24/7) 

 
OFFICE HOURS: I’ll stay after class to chat and you can also book a ZOOM appointment 
using https://awoodson.youcanbook.me/. Shoot me a message on Teams if you can’t find a 
time that works for you. 
 

 

Course Schedule Fall 2020 
Honors 2100: Honors Historical Analysis and Perspectives 
Modern Global Environmental History 
HNRS 2100-01: TR 9:50-11:20am ONLINE 
HNRS 2100-02: TR 1:50-3:20pm ONLINE 
 
Required texts:  
• Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, William Bruce Wheeler, Franklin Doeringer, Kennither R. Curtis, 

Discovering the Global Past, vol. II, fourth edition (Wadsworth Publishing, 2011). ISBN: 
9781111341435. Available at the LMU Bookstore. Listed below as DISCOVERING. 

• Anthony M. Penna, The Human Footprint (John Wiley & Sons, 2014). ISBN: 
9781118912461. Available online through William H. Hannon Library. Listed below as 
FOOTPRINT. 

• Other readings and links posted on Brightspace as indicated below.  
 

We will consider a variety of approaches to global environmental history, including: 
• ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES: making “environmental” arguments, that is, explaining how 

or why things happened in terms of environmental causes, consequences, or evidence 
• FRAMING NATURE: interpreting what different societies thought, felt, or believed about 

“Nature” or the “environment,” including wilderness, natural resources, gardens, 
agriculture, non-human animals, and their relation to human settlements (including 
villages, towns, cities, suburbs, and exurbs) 

• SUSTAINABLE USE OF RESOURCES: considering economies, political systems, and other 
social and cultural formations in terms of subsistence, sustainability, use of resources, and 
engagement with ecosystems 

• POWER AND DISTRIBUTION OF RESOURCES: thinking about power in terms of the 
control and distribution of natural resources, including both access to resources and 
exposure to harmful conditions  

• NARRATIVE: examining a variety of approaches to environmental history, that is, 
historiography, and what it means to do this in 2019 under the shadow of climate change 

 
 



 

 

Questions to ask yourself as you read: 
• How does this reading show us changes in the environment, human practices or use or 

natural resources, or ideas about nature? 
• How does this reading help explain why or how these changes occurred? 
 

***ALL SOURCES ARE SECONDARY UNLESS DESIGNATED [PRIMARY]*** 
***ALL NUMBERED SOURCES IN DISCOVERING ARE PRIMARY*** 

 
WEEK 1 Environmental History in 2020, Or Are we in the Anthropocene? And…let’s 
talk about the pandemic.  
Sept 1 Tuesday: Introduction(s): What is Nature? 
 
Sept 3 Thursday: Have we entered a new era? 

• Nicola Davison, “The Anthropocene Epoch: Have we entered a new phase of 
planetary history?” The Guardian (10 June 2019), text or podcast (38 mins.) 

• Emma Marris, Rambunctious Garden: Saving Nature in a Post-Wild World 
(Bloomsbury, 211), “Weeding the Jungle,” 1-15 

OPTIONAL: Watch my LMU History Department “Viral Histories” video: “COVID, Wild Animals, 
and Environmental History” (25 mins) 

 
WEEK 2 What is Environmental History?  
Sept 8 Tuesday: Narrative(s), Power, and Environmental History 
NO ZOOM CLASS: NATIONAL ACADEMIC STRIKE AGAINST POLICE VIOLENCE. PLEASE 
COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING AND POST YOUR DISCUSSION POINTS ON 
BRIGHTSPACE. WE'LL DISCUSS ON THURSDAY. I'LL POST MORE INFORMATION 
ABOUT TEACH-INS ABOUT RACISM AND STATE VIOLENCE AS THEY BECOME 
AVAILABLE.  

• William Cronon, “A Place for Stories: Nature, History, and Narrative,” Journal of 
American History 78: 4 (1992): 1347-1376.  

• Christine E. Carmichael & Maureen H. McDonough, “Community Stories: Explaining 
Resistance to Street Tree-Planting Programs in Detroit, Michigan, USA,” Society & 
Natural Resources, 32:5 (2019): 588-605 

• Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, “The Danger of a Single Story,” TEDGlobal 2009 (18 
mins.)  

• N.K. Jemisin on The Ezra Klein Show, “World Building” (86 mins) (NOTE: THIS 
PODCAST IS THE BASIS FOR ONE OF THE FINAL PROJECT OPTIONS) 

    
Sept 10 Thursday: Environmental History and “Environmentalism” 

• Joachim Radkau, Nature and Power: A Global History of the Environment (2008 [2002]) 
Chapter 1, “Thinking about Environmental History,” 1-19, 25-30 

• Jack Hitt, “No Island is an Island”, This American Life (December 5, 2003) (30 mins.) 
 



 

 

WEEK 3 What is “Nature”? Modernity, Inequality, and the Related Problems of 
“Primitive Society” and “Pristine Wilderness” 

Sept 15 Tuesday: Very Recent Change and the Very Problematic Idea of “Primitive” Society  
• Adam Kuper, The Reinvention of Primitive Society (2005), 3-9, 176-181 
• J.R. McNeill, Something New Under the Sun (2000), 3-17 
• Radkau, Nature and Power, “Farmers and Herders,” 62-71 

 
SEPT 16: EVENT: HISTORY IN THE HEADLINES: VIRAL HISTORIES: A CONVERSATION 
ABOUT PANDEMICS, HEALTH, AND POWER, 4-5PM 
Hear from LMU History Department experts thinking about the pandemic in relation to 
different times and places! This conversation builds on our Viral Histories summer video 
series. 
 
Sept 17 Thursday: Seeing “Pristine Wilderness” Through Layers of Conquest: Humans as 
“Disruptors” of Nature and Erasing Indigenous Agency c. 1500 and 1900 

• Lauren Sommer, “To Manage Wildfire, California Looks to What Tribes Have Known 
All Along,” npr.org (August 24, 2020) (4 minutes) 

• Corey Ross, “Tropical Nature as Global Patrimoine: Imperialism and International 
Nature Protection in the Early Twentieth Century,” Past & Present Supplement 10 (Feb 
2015): 214-239. 

• William M. Denevan, “The Pristine Myth: The Landscape of the Americas in 1492,” 
Annals of the Association of American Geographers 82:3 (1992): 369-385. 

OPTIONAL: William Cronon, “The Trouble With Wilderness: Or, Getting Back to the Wrong 
Nature,” Environmental History 1, no. 1 (1996): 7-28. 

  
WEEK 4 Points of View and Turning Points  
Sept 22 Tuesday: Situating Ourselves in Time, Space, and Narratives 

• William Cronon’s “How to Read a Landscape: Cities, Towns, and Infrastructure” 
ASSIGNMENT: Take and post a local photograph of a landscape, "nature," or a subject 
that you interpret as an environmental issue here. I'm not asking for your Super Bloom 
selfie, but something you see around where you are living. In addition to your 
photograph, you may want to include satellite images or other representations of tree 
over of other geographical features. We will discuss these in class. 
 
SEPT 23: EVENT: GLOBAL POLICY INSTITUTE, “DEMOCRACY IN CRISIS” with Rep. 
Adam Schiff and Fiona Hill, 3:30-5:30pm 
 
Sept 24 Thursday: Movement and Narratives 
NO ZOOM CLASS: WATCH FILM: “The Aztecs Part I,” segments 7-14, and “The Aztecs 
Part II,” segments 1-10. You are of course welcome to watch both films in their entirety, 
which would be about 100 minutes.  

• DISCOVERING Chapter 1, “Cross-Cultural Encounters” (finish by next Tuesday) 
[PRIMARY] 



 

 

• Portuguese documents, 1415-1535 [PRIMARY]  
• Ibram X. Kendi, Stamped from the Beginning (2016), Chapter 1, “The Origin of Racist 

Ideas,” 22-30 
OPTIONAL: "Alfred W. Crosby and the Columbian Exchange," Smithsonianmag.org (October 
4, 2011) 
 
WEEK 5 Soil, Climate, and Power in Asia and the Americas 
Sept 29 Tuesday: Colonialism as a Watershed and the Question of Exceptionalism 

• Radkau, Nature and Power Chapter 4, “Colonialism as a Watershed in Environmental 
History,” 152-164, 184-194 

• Alfred Crosby, “Afterword,” in Jeffrey Diefendorf and Kurk Dorsey, City, Country, 
Empire (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2005), 226-232 

• Lauren Kent, “European colonizers killed so many Native American that it changed the 
global climate, researchers say,” cnn.com (February 2, 2019) 

 
Oct 1 Thursday: Local and Centralized Power 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 2, “Villages in the Era of Centralizing States,” 35-66 [PRIMARY] 
 
WEEK 6 Centralizing States and Traditional Agriculture 
Oct 6 Tuesday: Traditional Agriculture 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 4, “Gender, Labor, and Property in Rural Societies,” 104-128 
[PRIMARY] 

• FOOTPRINT Chapter 4, “Nutrition, Climate Change, and Population,” 113-120 
 
Oct 8 Thursday: The Ottomans 

• WATCH: Documentary, "Islam, Empire of Faith, Part 3: The Ottomans" (PBS, 2011) (52 
mins) 

• Chris Gratien, “Ottoman Environmental History: A New Area of Middle East 
Studies,” The Arab Studies Journal, Spring 2012, Vol. 20, No. 1 (Spring 2012), 
pp. 246-254 

OPTIONAL: Sources of World Societies, “The Islamic World Powers, 1300-1800,” 99-117 
[PRIMARY] 
 
WEEK 7 Forests, Sugar, Soil, & Slavery 
Oct 13 Tuesday: “Water, Forests, and Power” 

• Radkau, Nature and Power, “Water, Forests, and Power,” 136-142  
• Peasants War, documents 1-3 [PRIMARY] 
• "From Tree to Shining Tree," Radiolab (July 30, 2016) (34 minutes) 

 
Oct 15 Thursday: Sources of Power: Sugar, Wood, Iron, & Coal 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 5, “Sweet Nexus,” 129-166 [PRIMARY] 
• FOOTPRINT Chapter 6, “Mining, Making, and Manufacturing,” 178-193 



 

 

 
WEEK 8 Toward the Last Reserves: Exploitation & Preservation 
MONDAY OCT 19: DEADLINE TO REGISTER TO VOTE ON NOV 3 
 
Oct 20 Tuesday: Late Imperial China: Resource exploitation and preservation  

• Radkau, Nature and Power, “China as a Model and a Terrifying Vision,” 103-117 
• Atwill and Atwill, Sources in Chinese History Chapter 1, “Late Imperial China (1644-

1911),” 1-9 [PRIMARY] 
• DISCOVERING Chapter 3, “The Confucian Family,” 69-75, 79-84 ONLY  
• Podcast: “Resource exploitation and nature protection in Qing China,” Exploring 

Environmental History (December 23, 2018) (25 minutes) 
 
Oct 22 Thursday: Industrialization 
NO ZOOM CLASS: WATCH FILM “Forging the Future: China’s Industrial Heritage” (57 
minutes) 

• FOOTPRINT Chapter 7, “Industrial Work,” 196-231 
• Sources of World Societies, “The Revolution in Energy and Industry,” 160-179 

[PRIMARY] 
• Radkau, Nature and Power, “Toward the Last Reserves,” 195-200 

 
FRIDAY, OCT 23: Deconstructed Essay 1 due by end of day on Brightspace 
 
WEEK 9 Revolutions, Nationalism, and Nature 
Oct 27 Tuesday: Revolutions in the Atlantic World 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 6, “The Age of Revolutions in the Atlantic World,” 167-179, 
190-204 [PRIMARY] 

• Fredrik Jonsson, “Rival Ecologies of Global Commerce: Adam Smith and the Natural 
Historians,” The American Historical Review Vol. 115, No. 5 (DECEMBER 2010): 1342-
1363 

 
Oct 29 Thursday: Romanticism, Nationalism, and the “Modern Religion of Nature” 

• Podcast: "The Litter Myth," Throughline (September 4, 2019) (33 minutes) 
• Radkau, Nature and Power, 221-226 
• Bernhard Gissbl, Sabine Höhler, and Patrick Kupper, Civilizing Nature: National Parks 

in Global Historical Perspective (Berghahn, 2012), 7-16 
• John Ruskin, “The Storm-Cloud of the Nineteenth Century” (1884), in John Rosenberg, 

ed. The Genius of John Ruskin (University of Virginia, 1998 [1964]), 445-454. 
[PRIMARY] 

 
WEEK 10 Imperialism, Nationalism, and “Development” 
NOV 3 TUESDAY: ELECTION DAY! REMEMBER TO VOTE! 
 
Nov 3 Tuesday: The New Imperialism: Economic “Development,” Resources, and Resistance 



 

 

NO ZOOM CLASS: WATCH VIDEOS ON BRIGHTSPACE 
• DISCOVERING Chapter 7, “Constitutional Responses to European Expansion in Africa 

and the Pacific,” 205-241 [PRIMARY] 
• Michael Havinden and David Meredith, Colonialism and Development: Britain and its 

tropical colonies, 1850-1960 (London: Routledge, 2002 [1993]), 58-73 and 157-158 
(remainder of these chapters is optional). Tables can be found in the online edition via 
Hannon Library. 

 
Nov 5 Thursday: Industrialization and National Power 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 8, “Industrializing the Nation: Germany and Japan,” 242-280 
[PRIMARY] 

• Radkau, Nature and Power, “The First Industrial Crisis and the Genesis of Basic 
Patterns of Modern Crisis Management,” 239-249 

• In class: selections from “Speed,” A&E documentary (44 mins.) 
 
NOV 6 FRIDAY: Last day to withdraw from classes or apply for Credit/No Credit grading 
NOV 6 FRIDAY: Project proposal due by end of day on Brightspace 
 
WEEK 11 Paradoxes of Modernity 
Nov 10 Tuesday: Modernity and Modernism 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 9, “Modernity: From Promise to Threat,” 281-318 [PRIMARY] 
• McNeill, Something New Under the Sun, “Technological Change and the 

Environment,” 306-324 
 
Nov 12 Thursday: Nationalism 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 10, “Nationalism, Motherhood, and Women’s Rights in Brazil, 
Egypt, and Japan,” 319-346 [PRIMARY] 

• McNeill, Something New Under the Sun, “Ideas and Politics,” 325-336 
 
WEEK 12 Commodities, Power, and Supply Chains: Consumerism and Total War 
Nov 17 Tuesday: Consumerism 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 11, “Lands of Desire: Department Stores, Advertising, and the 
New Consumerism,” 347-367 [PRIMARY] 

• FOOTPRINT Chapter 8, “Trade and Consumption,” section on “Conspicuous 
Consumption,” 258-260 

• "The Pigou Club," Planet Money (November 1, 2019) (22 minutes) 
• Susan Freinkel, Plastic: A Toxic Love Story (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2011), 14-15, 22-

27, 60-63 
• Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (1932), 16-25 (optional: 1-15) [PRIMARY] 

 
Nov 19 Thursday: Total War: Globalization as Resource and as Deadly Threat 
NO ZOOM CLASS: WATCH FILM: Spanish Flu: H1N1’s Deadly Ancestor (54 mins) 



 

 

• MATTHEW EVENDEN, "Aluminum, Commodity Chains, and the Environmental History 
of the Second World War," Environmental History 16, no. 1 (2011): 69-93. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23050647. 

• PICK ONE PRIMARY SOURCE from DISCOVERING Chapter 12, “Total War: The Cost of 
Unlimited Conflict,” 368-404 [PRIMARY] 

OPTIONAL: DISCOVERING Chapter 12, “Total War: The Cost of Unlimited Conflict,” 368-404 
[PRIMARY] 
 
WEEK 13 The New Synthetics and the Great Acceleration  
Nov 24 Tuesday: “The Deepest Rupture in the History of the Environment”? 

• FOOTPRINT Chapter 8, “Trade and Consumption,” section on “Global Consumption,” 
260-263 

• Rachel Carson, "Silent Spring," New Yorker (originally published June 16, 1962; 
republished online January 3, 2017) [PRIMARY] 

• Sigrid Schmalzer, “China’s Great Leap Famine: Malthus, Marx, Mao and Material 
Scarcity,” in John Brewer, Neil Fromer, Fredrik Jonsson, and Frank Trentmann, Frank, 
eds. Scarcity in the Modern World: History, Politics, Society and Sustainability, 1800-
2075 (London: Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2019), 173-191 

OPTIONAL further information on DDT: https://www.epa.gov/ingredients-used-pesticide-
products/ddt-brief-history-and-status 
 
THANKGIVING HOLIDAY 
 
WEEK 14 Patterns, Legacies, and New Invisible Dangers 
Dec 1 Tuesday: Legacies of Imperialism 

• FOOTPRINT Chapter 9, “Fossil Fuels and Wind, Water, Nuclear, and Solar Energy,” 
280-299 

• Michael Lewis, “Globalizing Nature: National Parks, Tiger Reserves, and Biosphere 
Reserves in Independent India,” in Bernhard Gissbl, Sabine Höhler, and Patrick 
Kupper, eds., Civilizing Nature: National Parks in Global Historical Perspective 
(Berghahn, 2012), 224-237 

• Podcast: “Dark crystals: the brutal reality behind a booming wellness craze,” The 
Guardian (Sept 17, 2019) (33 mins) 

OPTIONAL: podcast, “Is Fair Trade Finished?” The Guardian (Sept 2, 2019) (40 mins)  
 
Dec 3 Thursday: The Collapse and Rebranding of Communism 

• DISCOVERING Chapter 14, “Reform and Reaction in the Soviet Union and China at the 
End of the Cold War,” 439-492 

• "Chernobyl," in Peter N. Stearns, Stephen S. Gosch, and Erwin H. Grieshaber, eds., 
Documents in World History. Volume 2: The Modern Centuries, From 1500 to the 
Present (Pearson Longman, 2006), 396-400 [PRIMARY] 

OPTIONAL: information about US companies "offshoring" and the rise of the Chinese 
economy: 



 

 

• https://www.cnbc.com/2019/09/24/how-much-chinas-economy-has-grown-over-the-
last-70-years.html (2019) 

• https://theweek.com/articles/486362/where-americas-jobs-went (2011) 
• Infographic about Chinese economic policies and growth: 

https://www.visualcapitalist.com/china-economic-growth-history/ 
 
FRIDAY, DEC 4: Deconstructed Essay 2 due by end of day on Brightspace 
 
WEEKS 15 What Does “Environmental Protection” Mean Now? 
Dec 8 Tuesday: Rehearsing Extinction, and Is Beauty a Resource and a Right? 

• Philip K. Dick, Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1968) [PRIMARY] 
• Philippe Boulle, Planet of the Apes [Le Planête des Sanges] (1963) [PRIMARY] 
• Trailer and Euthanasia scene from Soylent Green (1973) [PRIMARY] 

Show and tell: Post your favorite apocalypse (upload video clip or text to Brightspace 
to share with class) 
 
Dec 10 Thursday: Current Conditions 

• ON BRIGHTSPACE: Marris, Rambunctious Garden, “A Menu of New Goals,” 153-171 
• Manufactured Landscapes (dir. Jennifer Baichwal, 2013; 86 mins.) 

 
FRIDAY, DEC 11: Participation Self-Evaluation due by end of day on Brightspace  
 
Finals Week 
FINAL PROJECTS DUE ON BRIGHTSPACE BY: 
 
SECTION 01:    8am Thursday, December 17  
SECTION 02: 11am Thursday, December 17  
 



Prof. Amy Woodson-Boulton 
Department of History 
EMAIL: awoodson@lmu.edu 
OFFICE: University Hall 3434 
PHONE: (310) 338-2808 
 

 ***USE THE TEAMS CHAT FOR QUICKER RESPONSE TIME***  
 (although I will not be on 24/7) 

 
OFFICE HOURS: I’ll stay after class to chat and you can also book a ZOOM appointment 
using https://awoodson.youcanbook.me/. Shoot me a message on Teams if you can’t find a 
time that works for you. 

  
Course Syllabus Fall 2020 
Honors 2100: Honors Historical Analysis and Perspectives 
Modern Global Environmental History 
HNRS 2100-01: TR 9:50-11:20am ONLINE 
HNRS 2100-02: TR 1:50-3:20pm ONLINE 
 
Preamble. A note about going online. 
Before you read anything about this course, I want to acknowledge the context in which we are all 
embarking on this class. Much of this class deals with environmental change and crisis, and we will 
be considering the question of the Anthropocene and climate change in the first week. And now 
alongside that (or as part of it), we are in the midst of an unprecedented pandemic, causing 
disruption in our lives that most of us have only read about or imagined in disaster movies. One of 
the lessons of this course is that context is important. And our context, right now, is that we are 
moving online and we are all trying to continue with our work of teaching and learning as if things 
are normal. Times are not normal. My first goal as your teacher in this moment is to help you 
understand our present better through looking at the past, but also to consider the history that we 
are living through right now. If we need to change things because it is too much, we will. My 
second but equally important goal is to create an online course that as much as possible 
approximates the community, silliness, and real being together of an in-person class. If what I’ve 
planned here doesn’t work, we’ll change it together until it does. You can always get in touch: 
awoodson@lmu.edu.  
 
Based on your responses to the summer survey (and my own preference!), I have designed this to 
be a synchronous course (click here for Zoom links). That means that we will be meeting on Zoom 
during our scheduled class time. If this is going to be a problem for you due to time zone, 
technology, or other issues, please contact me so we can figure out the best way for you to stay 
engaged in the course. All of my Powerpoint lectures are on Brightspace, and I will record any 
lecture portions of our Zoom classes so that anyone can review those as well.  
 
Table of Contents 
Part I. What is this course about and what will we be doing? 

• Course Description. What is this about? 
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• Student learning outcomes. What will I be learning? 
• What if I’m not a History major? 
• Required texts.  
• Required software and technology.  
• Course work/expectations. What will we be doing? 
• Extra Credit 

PART II: What are important dates, deadlines, and university policies? 
• Credit Hour Policy 
• Special Accommodations 
• Writing Resources 
• Online Etiquette  
• Withdrawals (deadline is Nov. 6) 
• Academic Honesty Policy 
• Attendance Policy 
• Late Work 
• Grades 

 
PART I: What is this course about and what will we be doing? 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION. What is this about? 
This Honors Historical Analysis and Perspectives course covers modern global history, c. 
1500 to the present, with a particular focus on environmental history, exploring how humans, 
animals, natural forces, and science and technology have shaped the environment; the ways 
in which historical developments such as migration, empire, trade, industrialization, and 
urbanization have affected humans’ relationships with nature; and how the environment has 
affected historical developments. Students will consider a wide variety of economic, political, 
and cultural conceptions of – and relationships with – environments, animals, and “nature.”  
 
We will consider a variety of approaches to global environmental history, including: 

• ENVIRONMENTAL CAUSES: making “environmental” arguments, that is, explaining how 
or why things happened in terms of environmental causes, consequences, or evidence 

• FRAMING “NATURE”: interpreting what different societies thought, felt, or believed about 
“Nature” or the “environment,” including wilderness, natural resources, gardens, 
agriculture, non-human animals, and their relation to human settlements (including 
villages, towns, cities, suburbs, and exurbs) 

• SUSTAINABILITY: considering economies, political systems, and other social and cultural 
formations in terms of subsistence, sustainability, use of resources, and engagement with 
ecosystems 

• RESOURCES AND POWER: thinking about power in terms of the control and distribution 
of natural resources, including both access to resources and exposure to harmful 
conditions  

• NARRATIVE: examining a variety of approaches to environmental history, that is, 
historiography, and what it means to do this in 2020 under the shadow of climate change 
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This course fulfills the Honors Program’s Historical Analysis and Perspectives requirement, 
and I have organized the assignments in this course to emphasize the practice of historical 
thinking and argumentation. History isn’t a set of established, unchanging facts; History is the 
practice of understanding the complexities of the past (and therefore of the present!) through 
thoughtful, empathetic, and critical engagement with both primary sources (records left to 
us from the past) and secondary sources (scholarly interpretations of the past). This means 
that historians are continually re-interpreting and reconsidering the past in light of new ways 
of thinking about it. I have designed this class to allow you to practice this, learning to read, 
analyze, argue, and play with a variety of sources so you can interpret the past on your own. 
There are few skills more important to engaged citizenship or gaining a broad and informed 
perspective on any problem. 
 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES. What will I be learning? 
Honors Core: Historical Analysis and Perspectives 
• Students will know the chronological sequence and geographical framework appropriate 

to the content of the course: global environmental history, 1500 to the present. 
• Students will be able to analyze primary sources of multiple varieties and distinguish them 

from scholarship (secondary sources). 
• Students will understand that historical knowledge emerges from debates over the 

interpretation of evidence by performing their own historical analysis. 
• Students will learn to construct arguments about the past based on evidence and utilizing 

critical language appropriate to the subject matter and discipline of history. 
• Students will value the complex process by which the present emerged out of the past. 
 
What if I’m not a History major? 
This course is not actually designed for history majors…but it is hopefully designed to get 
you interested in history – AND this course can count toward a History major or minor! Most 
History majors do not go on to become professional historians, professors, or teachers. 
Instead, it is a degree that prepares you to go on to have any career that needs good 
thinking, research, and writing. Here’s what the LMU History Department website says: 

How did we get here? What were other times like? How and why do things change?  A 
History degree offers you the unique perspective offered by studying the past and by 
understanding the role the past plays in the present. The LMU History curriculum will 
train you to be alert, critical, and inquisitive, a careful and keen researcher and writer. 
Studying a broad range of places and times, you will become an informed global 
citizen, able to participate in public life with articulate, effective, and persuasive 
arguments. Your own research will demonstrate that historical interpretations are 
always changing, while your ability to make sense of complex problems will make you 
an effective decision-maker. When you graduate, you will be prepared to follow any 
career you choose, armed with knowledge, skepticism, empathy, eloquence – and 
perspective. 
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The History Department at LMU enables you to study a broad range of times and 
places through our Generalist Track. Or you can choose to specialize your studies 
around a specific theme by choosing one of the five concentrations in our Specialist 
Track: Public & Applied History; Law, Politics, & Society; Global Economies, 
Encounters, & Exchange; and Race, Gender, & Culture. Students in this class might 
be especially interested in the Environment, Science, & Technology 
concentration. 

For more information about the LMU History department, the major/minor, and career 
planning, go to www.bellarmine.lmu.edu/history.  
 
If you’re wondering about career planning and the History major, see also 
http://bellarmine.lmu.edu/history/beyondtheclassroom/careerpathways/. You can also speak 
to me any time – I’ve served as the chair of the department, and we always welcome new 
majors! 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS.  
Rent or purchase in bookstore or online: 

• Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, William Bruce Wheeler, Franklin Doeringer, Kennither R. Curtis, 
Discovering the Global Past, vol. II (Wadsworth Publishing, 2011). ISBN: 9781111341435. 
Available at the LMU Bookstore. Listed on Schedule as DISCOVERING. 

 
Read e-book through the library: 

• Anthony M. Penna, The Human Footprint (John Wiley & Sons, 2014). ISBN: 
9781118912461. Available online through William H. Hannon Library. Listed on Schedule 
as FOOTPRINT. 

 
Read on Brightspace: 

• All other assigned sources as indicated on the Course Schedule. 
 
Watch in Hannon Library: 

• Manufactured Landscapes on DVD. 
 
Optional text: 

• Note that we will also be reading from Joachim Radkau, Nature and Power: A Global 
History of the Environment (Cambridge: 2008 [2002] ISBN: 978052161673), which you can 
purchase used online for about $25. I will be scanning the required pages but you may 
also wish to purchase this if you find it easier to read in book form or want to read more of 
the book. Listed on Schedule as NATURE. 

 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE AND TECHNOLOGY.  
Please make sure you have access to Office 365, available for free to LMU students, and 
submit written work in Microsoft Word unless directed otherwise. Please do not submit 
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assignments in Pages or as PDFs. 
 
The LMU Keep Learning Wherever You Are page has good software and technology 
recommendations and information. 
 
We will be working through the online learning management system Brightspace 
(brightspace.lmu.edu), although we may try using other platforms like Box Note, Teams, 
VoiceThread, or Google docs for our collaborations and online conversations if Brightspace 
is too clunky for us. 
 
COURSE WORK/EXPECTATIONS. What will we be doing? 
Class Participation (Self-Evaluation) 10% 
Discussion Forums   10% 
Deconstructed Essay  1  20% 
Deconstructed Essay 2  25% 
Project proposal     5% 
Final Project    30% 
 
Class Participation (10% of final grade) 
This portion of your grade reflects the frequency and depth of your participation in class 
discussion. As I will emphasize throughout the semester, participation is an important part of 
the learning process in this class, not just as practice for learning to express yourself, but also 
to help form and clarify your ideas. The Participation portion is worth 10% of your final grade. 
Especially online and in this crisis, a key way to stay engaged with the material and the class is 
to share your ideas and ask questions, both during our Zoom meetings and on Brightspace 
(note that you have a built-in way of participating on Brightspace through the Discussion 
Forums below – this counts as Participation also!). There are also a few required participation 
assignments that you will post through Discussion Forums and discuss in class (we may also 
come up with more as we go). These are not individually graded, but engagement with these 
is a great way to show the frequency and depth of your participation:  
 

1. Week 1 Introduction 
2. Week 2 Personal narrative 
3. Week 4 “Nature”/”Environment” Photograph  
4. Week 15 Participation Self-Evaluation 

 
At the end of the semester, you will complete the Participation Self-Evaluation on 
Brightspace, considering both the depth and frequency of your engagement with the class. I 
will take your self-evaluation into account when assigning this portion of your grade, but I will 
adjust accordingly if in my judgment you are either too generous or too modest! Please note 
that I will assume that you have completed reading assignments by the date indicated 
on the Course Schedule.  
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Discussion Forums on Brightspace (10% of final grade) 
FOR EVERY CLASS MEETING with assigned sources (see Course Schedule and Course 
Readings on Brightspace), you will prepare three short responses on Brightspace: 1 before 
class (“Preparation”) and 1 after class (“Takeaways”), plus responding to another classmate 
(“Learning to Listen”). Note that you can also do these as video notes if you prefer! Here 
is a short instruction video. The "Video Note" will record up to 30 seconds.  
 
BEFORE CLASS (PREPARATION): (If the assignment contains both primary and 
secondary sources, please do both parts!) 
For secondary sources, write a short paragraph addressing one or both of these 
questions: 
• How does this reading show us changes in the environment, human practices or use or natural 

resources, or ideas about nature? 
• How does this reading help explain why or how these changes occurred? 

For primary sources, draft a thesis using the models on Brightspace, using one or more 
of the texts as evidence of human practices, change, or continuity. Note that we will start 
reading primary sources in week 4. All of the sources in the DISCOVERING text are primary 
sources except for the framing before and after; I have noted these on the Schedule as well 
as additional primary sources. 

AFTER CLASS (TAKEAWAY): 
Post a short note about at least one thing that you took away from the class meeting 
that 1) raised further questions for you, 2) changed your original post or initial thinking 
about the reading, and/or 3) will shape your reading going forward. 
 
LEARNING TO LISTEN: For full credit, respond to at least one classmate’s post with a 
thoughtful response that shows you taking in and carefully considering their ideas. 

I will “collect” these at random SEVEN TIMES throughout the semester, but will drop 
your two lowest grades. Each response is worth 2 points, for a total of 10 points. If you 
receive high scores on all seven responses, then you will receive up to 2 percentage points 
of extra credit added to your final course grade. To earn 2/2, you will need to post a 
Preparation and a Take-Away on Brightspace and respond to at least one other comment. 
You can earn 1.5/2 for just posting your own points; a grade of 1/2 will reflect poor or off-
topic points. Please note that to receive any credit, the Preparation assignment MUST be 
completed before the beginning of class.  

Two “Deconstructed Essays” (20% and 25% each): See Deconstructed Essay Assignment 
on Brightspace. You will complete two of these: 
• Deconstructed Essay 1: due Friday, Oct 23 by end of day (11:59pm) on Brightspace 
• Deconstructed Essay 2: due Friday, Dec 4 by end of day (11:59pm) on Brightspace 
 
Final Project (30%) 
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You will have several options for your final project. All options will invite you to use the 
knowledge and skills you have acquired in engaging with the material through 
reading/watching/listening, class lectures, class discussions, the Deconstructed Essays, 
and the Discussion Forums. All of these assignments will be posted on Brightspace. You 
may choose to make these either individual or group projects; if a group project, you will also 
need to submit a summary of work (form on Brightspace). You will draft a proposal 
(including whether this will be an individual or group project), worth an additional 5%. 

1. Environmental Narratives in Fiction: Choose a work of fiction and analyze it in terms of 
environmental history: portrayal of nature, technology, economics, resources. Put the work 
in its environmental historical context.  

2. Build a World: build a planet and one of its cultures (following the model of NK Jemisin 
interview) to investigate the relationships between resources, practices, ideas, and/or 
cultural forms. You will need to describe resources, technologies, and something about 
your society and then either 1) write some invented history or 2) create a fictional 
document. You will need to cite (actual Earth) sources for your decisions and models.  

3. 24 Magazine Covers: Write an article for a public venue about a historical environmental 
topic. You may wish to model this on the Washington Post’s “24 Magazine Covers About 
Climate Change” – if so, you will need to create a magazine cover! 

 
• Project Proposal due Friday, Nov 6 by end of day on Brightspace  
• Final Project due Thursday, Dec 17 (finals week) on Brightspace 
 
Extra Credit: You may complete one of the extra credit assignments for up to two points of 
extra credit; you can do a “show and tell,” or write up a response to listed events or optional 
readings/podcasts. See section on Brightspace. 

 
PART II: What are important dates, deadlines, and university policies? 
 
Credit Hour Policy 
This is a 4-unit course. LMU policy expects a minimum average of 180 hours of work for the 
semester, meaning 9-12 hours per week of work outside of class for this 4-unit course. This means 
you should expect to spend, on average, at least 3 hours preparing for each class meeting and 
working on your essays. More broadly, I have designed this course to challenge you and to teach 
you to increasingly challenge yourself in your intellectual ambition and development.  
 
Special Accommodations 
Students with special needs who require reasonable modifications, special assistance, or 
accommodations in this course should promptly direct their request to Disability Support 
Services (DSS) Office. Any student who currently has a documented disability (ADHD, Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, Learning, Physical, or Psychiatric) needing academic accommodations 
should contact the DSS Office (Daum Hall 2nd floor, 310-338-4216) as early in the semester as 
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possible. All discussions will remain confidential. Please visit http://www.lmu.edu/dss for 
additional information.  
 
Writing Resources 
An important part of improving your writing is getting feedback and revision suggestions on 
your writing projects in progress. The Writing Center offers free tutoring sessions (online) in 
which you can get feedback from a peer writer on your digital and print texts for any class at 
any stage in your process. For more information, including hours of operation, check out the 
Writing Center's website: https://academics.lmu.edu/arc/writingcenter/. When you're ready 
to make an appointment with a writing tutor, call 310.338.2847. 
 
Online Etiquette  
Generally, I expect you to show respect for others and their ideas, and to come to class 
prepared and ready to engage with the material. We will discuss other issues as a class as 
needed. Please contact me if you experience any problems that prevent your full 
participation or learning.  
 
Withdrawals  
According to the LMU Undergraduate Bulletin, bulletin.lmu.edu/withdrawal.htm: 
“A student may withdraw from any or all courses prior to the last day to withdraw in a term 
as published in the University Bulletin and online Academic Calendar. A currently enrolled 
student may withdraw from a course(s) by using the drop function in the computer 
registration system (PROWL). 
 
“Prior to the deadline, a student may dorp all courses using PROWL. In order to completely 
withdraw from a term or the University, the student should contact the Office of the Registrar. 
The student will receive grades of W in each of the courses and will e considered to be on a 
leave of absence for up to two years unless the student gives written notice to the Office of 
the Registrar that he/she is withdrawing from the University. 
 
“After the deadline, and before the final day of classes, students may withdraw from courses 
only for medical or psychological reasons. A written petition with accompanying 
documentation from a licensed professional should be submitted to the Office of the 
Registrar. The documentation from the licensed professional must certify that the student is 
not able to complete the semester for medical or psychological reasons. If approved, the 
student will be withdrawn for all courses and not a portion of the course schedule. Students 
are eligible for tuition and fee refunds according to the University’s published policy. 
Additional documentation from a licensed professional is required indicating that the student 
is able to resume study at the University.” 
 
The withdrawal deadline for Fall 2020 is Nov 6. 
 
Academic Honesty Policy 
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Academic “honesty” is about being careful to not present other people’s work as your own. 
This is important out of respect for their work, but also out of respect for the work in this class, 
that is, understanding the work you turn in to be an opportunity for you and me to exchange 
ideas. If you ever have a question about how to properly cite others’ ideas or about the work, 
get in touch! 
 
According to the LMU Academic Honesty Policy, 
 

Loyola Marymount University is a community dedicated to academic excellence. 
Academic honesty in scholarship and creative work stands at the center of LMU’s 
academic life, and is essential for true learning and creation of knowledge to take 
place. As a university in the Jesuit and Marymount traditions, this community expects 
its members to act in accordance with the highest standards of honesty and ethics at all 
times. Violations of academic honesty undermine the fundamental educational mission of 
the University and cannot be tolerated. Students are responsible for understanding the 
standards of academic honesty and determining how they apply to their academic work 
and behavior. Students are responsible for contacting their instructor(s) before 
assignments are due to proactively resolve any questions they may have. 
 
Academic honesty requires that all members of the LMU community act with integrity, 
respect their own intellectual and creative work as well as that of others, acknowledge 
sources consistently and completely, act honestly during exams and on assignments, and 
report results accurately. 

 
Please review the definition of academic dishonesty, as well as LMU’s disciplinary policies and 
procedures:  
http://bulletin.lmu.edu/content.php?catoid=11&navoid=466#lmu-academic-honesty-policy-
and-procedures 
 
Attendance Policy 
Zoom classes are a chance for us to go through material and work through it together. While I 
hope that you will be able to attend our Zoom sessions, you can engage with the material 
through watching recorded lectures and participating in the discussions on Brightspace (and 
Teams, if that works well). Please let me know if you intend to take this as a fully asynchronous 
class, though, as I think we will need some times to talk through the material in office hours.  
 
Late Work 
I have set the deadlines in this course to match the content and to build into later work. If you 
think you won’t be able to meet a deadline, please contact me as soon as possible.  
 
 
Grades 
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I will use the following familiar scale to mark your assignments and to calculate your final 
grade: 
93-100 A 
90-92   A- 
 

87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 

77-79 C+ 
73-76 C 
70-72 C- 

67-69 D+ 
63-66 D 
60-62 D- 

0-59 F 

 
Please note that LMU does not give final grades of D- or D+. 
 
Please note that this syllabus is subject to change. Students are responsible for any changes or 
modifications announced or distributed in class or posted on LMU's course management 
system Brightspace. Please ensure that your current email address is linked to this system. 
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